"CLASSICAL" BURLESQUE.	69
In 1863 Mr. Burnand brought out, at the Royalty, " Ixion,
or the Man at the Wheel/5 !c which proved to be one of the
happiest of his efforts. This he followed up, at the same
theatre, two years later, with " Pirithous," in which the
adventures of Ixion's son were as humorously depicted. In
the interval he had produced at the Olympic " Cupid and
Psyche" (December, 1864), a burlesque on an ever-popular
subject. Years before—so early as 1837—a piece called
" Cupid," written by Joseph Graves, had been represented
at the Queen's and Strand, with Wild and Miss Malcolm at
the one house and Hammond and Miss Daly at the other
as the God of Love and his beloved. In " Cupid," how-
ever, there was little verbal wit. The god figured as a gay
deceiver, who had promised marriage to Psyche, but had
refused to " implement" the undertaking. Whereupon
Jupiter decides that Cupid shall be shot dead by Psyche;
but she, using the god's own arrows, does but transfix him
with the love she yearns for. Cupid sings, early in the piece,
a parody of " The Sea! the Sea! " beginning-
Psyche ! Psyche ! my own Psyche,
The pretty, fair, and ever free !—
But, otherwise, Graves's " book " is not particularly brilliant,
though smoothly written and fairly brisk in action.
In "Cupid and Psyche" Mr. Burnand made Psyche
the daughter of a king, who, because she will not marry
and thus relieve him of the anxiety caused by a certain
prophecy, chains her to a rock on the sea-shore. To this
he is incited by Venus, who regards Psyche as her rival
* See p. 40. Eleven years later, Mr. Burnand wrote for the Opera
Comique his "Ixion Re-Wheeled/" the cast of which included, beside
Miss Laverne, Miss Amy Shendan and Miss Eleanor Bufton.

